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4640 NOBLE AVENUE 
SHERMAN OAKS. CALIFORNIA 
91 403 

August 24, I 969 


Dear Gary, 

1 ®£ t y® 3terda y and w « had a hectio four days with little sleet) 
w??v, m ra h 1 ^ formatlon exchange. Mary has had a close relationship P ' 

^n« D ^C,‘ + h °+ rS and h ? ur3 of meetings, phone calls, and did much 
research to try to help the case. 

She filled me in on Jim, Boxley and the office, the trial, etc. This 
woman is a good researcher and her oronologys make me believe she has 
a grasp of this case that tops Sylvia. Dave agrees. 

Anyway, if you want to talk to someone that knows what, who and whv 
then by all means see Mary. I agree with her mostly, and urge that’ 
you get her story before you form any firm Judgements about this case 
*or instance, as you know, I am impressed with Dave's knowledge of th« 
case. Well, Dave was impressed with Mary'B work. • 

Ideologies aside, Mary has the most complete body of information in the 
country In spite of her limited archives work. Her on-siib studies are 
massive, hour by hour and incredibly well organized. 

If you miss seeing her, you will have a lopsided view of the case and 
an incomplete view of this New Orleans situation. That's my opinion 
take it for what it's worth. ’ 

I understand what you were saying about that interview I sent. I 
should have mentioned that this meeting was approached with the idea of 
establishing contact, confidence, etc. We (Larry and I) deliberately went 
easy and didn't bone up because we didn't want to wind up asking pointed 
and hostile questions at thid time. My limited knowledge of lnter- 
vlewlng leads me to try the soft approach that gradually escalates to 
knitty gritty" sessions later. 

We deliberately played dumb on many things and knew that since these 
guys are 30 minutes away there was no hurry to be aggressive. This is 
not a cop out, but I can see why you would consider this memo light- 
W Q 1 h t • 

Harold had pressure, and schedules to follow when he was here and this 
hampered his Interviews, plu3 the fact that he used the "all knowing" 
ploy and winds up turning certain witnesses off. (not all) 

By the way, Mary was concerned for Harold's health, said he looked very 
ill, had emphazema, etc. Marlynn and I are likewise concerned for 

tlaro.ld. What do you know abot this? 

Ma -v was prepared to dislike Harold when she met him in D.C. and came 

yitn the opinion that he was delightful, thought he had contributed 


'.e Cas* 


and has repeat for him. 
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Her opinion of Turner is very low, and likewise Boxley^JjWith Boxley 
she personally likes him, but considers him physiology arid psycholog; 
a sick man. 

She had him (Boxley) write out his biography and I have a copy of this 
in Boxley -s hand writing, from 1927-' 968. Boxley did this under pressure 
and not voluntarily and knew Mary would check him out I 11 see if I 
can copy this for you on a confidential basis. She also said then i 
another William Wood who lives in Austin and is an active recruiter for 
the CIA, but that he is a much older man than Boxley and has seen 
pictures of this other Wood* 

She told me enough about Jaffe to make me think he has not been entirely 
honest in his sessions with us. She loves Steve, but doesn t tell him 

much because he “talks too much," 

are tfolnsr to have a big truth session with him sometime soon and I 
warne'- 1 him that I want a very minimum of bullshit this time. I m getting 
tired of his covering up for others, and himself so if he respects my 
opinions, he'll come on straight and if he doesn t then I m going to put 
some pressure on him. I know how. 

Basically. I like Steve and which ever way he swings, I'll like him, but 
will consider him weak and amoral if he shucks this time. J/thls 

the reputation and lives of a few are on the block, so I consider this 

a serious matter. 

Spp Marv anvwav vou can, and you can approach her in a straightforward 
SLS L "he loHhe three In Dallas) ie a very sophisticated Southern 
belle with many friends of many persuasions, has read widely and does 
not see Gus Hall under every bed. Her background and world view are 
conservative, but she can spot a right wing kook, and also. tell 
difference between the ADA and Joe Stalin In otherwords she can make 
distinctions between shades of left and shades of right philosophies.. 

(Also, she knew Barbara Reed way back when, as she used to hang out in 
the quarter when she worked as a painter 25-30 years ago.) 

She had no trouble fitting the Bradley puzzle together and separated 
Wesley Swift, from Carl McIntyre, which would give some liberals great 

difficulty. 

She can recognize dangerous people on either end ol the spectrum 
would know that. Rockwell and H. Rap Brown are but opposite sides of the 
same coin. Both have tunnel vision and are but symbolS ( tc a real 
problem... a communication breakdown. Both offer nifty answers to 
lnsoluable problems . 

you advised me to be very critical of Bradley/Howard/Patrick and to 
evaluatethem carefully/ I agree with this advice. I have some advicS 
for vou that t offer very seriously because I like you and value ycu as 
a friend and as a critic. I think you have and wili continue to make 

very Important contributions to solving this case. a //hat I know 
because of ray associations of late and information I have that I know 
roughly how this plot worked and some of the people involved. 


V:&tzisz msnssg&aamat&L'. 
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I came to this opinion only in the last month or so, partly 
because of some work I've done and mostely because I've been privy to 
information most critics don't know about and maybe never will I hope 
they will and am working to make this come true. A clock is now running 
and tne plot is close to public disclosure. 6 


1^ know this sounds fatuous ... coming from me, but that's how I look at 
things now. I'm encouraged as never before. 

Anyway, this is a round about way of getting to my point. I'm not going 
to be specific here and want only to say this: Just as you warned 
me about Bradley/Howard, etc. I want to caution you to be very careful 
in your dealings with Jim and the office. 

I think these people may be dangerous and want to be on record to you 
before you get to far along with them. I'm not going to try to alter 
any opinion you may have of these people... I don't think I could, 
especially since I've made incredible flip flops in my own views! I 
think there may be another explanation, or Jim may have stepped over 
that grey line that separates normality from abnormality. This sounds 
funny coming from me to yftu (with your background) but believe me, I am 
not tossing this out lightly. 

I'm happy you are back to studying for prelim's and hope you stay away 
from the case and Jim and prepare for your examinations. That's 
important. The case can wait even though you could be a big help now. 
Some good solid work is being done now and we *11 need you later for sure 
(An a couple of months.) 


More later, 


FRED 


P.S. Any luck with that H.H.H. speech? I don't think this is 
important to any work being done, it's Just a facinating oddity that I 
*Tould like to see. 

MORE: 

Mary seemed to know a lot about what went on in N.O. Among the things 
she mentioned that seemed of interest were the following: 

1 . That chart you sent with the Boxley stuff is different from the one 
she has. She has a copy of the original, which was done on lined yellow 
notebook paper. She said that JO had started the chart, and that 
Boxley had finished it. On her copy, the questions asked at the bottom 
and some of the writing in the boxes is definitely JG's as 3 he knows it, 
and the rest is Boxley 's as she is also familiar with ills handwriting. 

2 . She said that Vince had also suggested people to arrest to the 
staff and JG - but that the staff had disagreed. 

She said typical office conversation wa s "What's so bad about Hoffa?" 
•v that S.O.B. RFK . " (Bud talks like this reguarding RFK) She had 

* d c i m sv.y this many times, and was surprised when he changed rojruardici 
Ang Bobby, saying "he's not too bad." 
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4. She gave us the story of Jack Lawrence, and said he was considered 
a "shooter" and was to be arrested the same time Gene Bradley was. 

(You mentioned this in one letter in some N.O. 3tuff) . (When Bud was 
here he pointed out the "shooter" to ua in his mug book, and it was 
Lawrence . ) 

5. Mary said that JG was actively involved in investigating Bradley 
(Jaffe says it was Boxley and Turner alone, and they convinced JG 
about Bradley) . 

6. J'G k±a told Mary and Buok - "I'm not Interested in convicting 
Shaw - he only had a minor role." 

7. The main thing JG went on when he picked up Clay Shaw was Clay 
Shaw and Clay Bertrand had the same first names. Mary found leads that 
pointed to several people using the name Clay Bertrand, but nothing 
was ever done to follow this uf). 

8. Mary got extremely upset with JG as he would tell her one thing, 

and then tell the press the exaot opposite the next day. Several of 
the things she pointed out to him were: if LHO was not guilty, then 

the Shaw ,o^se is unrelated. JG explained that he didn't say he was 
innocent',''/ that he didn't fire a shot. 

When she tried to find out what lead made JG go after Ferrle, she 
learned that it was on information they had gotten three years before 
the axa N.O. thing started, f < 

9. She also said that the staff did not have the volumes during the 
early months and would non to the public library and return with 

xerox's of the pages of testimony. 

10. She said that at one time the office learned that LHO was supposed 
to have been in Louisiana in 1961 - until It was pointed out that LHO 
was In Russia at the time. Then the office 1 reasoned 'that if LHO was in 
Russia, then this must have been his double. But nothing was ever 
iExi® developed to show a "double" had been active in Louisiana, which 
could have been done. 

11. Jack Martin, who first notified the DA about Ferrie (November 23rd?) 
and who contributed many false leads, including the James Anglican Ray 
thing in Toronto (Toronto Daily Star, February 10, 1968 )/ Martin ran 

a diploma mill in Texas, the same as Ray does in Toronto. (Gary, why 
would the staff take Martin seriously and not check him out? We know 
personally of many instances where Martin had inside information from the 
office - for Instance, knowing about the Oswald aitdres before anyone else 
did ) ,tj off''. •:.) a/ 0 tu.u,-, 

12. Mary, who has been a legal secretary for 30 years, said that she 
and Arch were In Bud's office in Washington ever£ day during the 10 days 
she was last in D.C. Bhe went in every morning before -the archives 
opened, and often came over during their lunch break, or after they had 
finished at the archives. Bhe never saw a client. She saw the two young 
( approximately 30 years old) partners in the office, but never clients. 
Bud's secretary read, unless she was running over to make copies on the 
xerox for Mary and Arch, All the work in the office involved the 
assassination, with Bud talking with Sprague and Wolner (from NYC) or 
Mary and Arch. She said the office is "shabby" and explained that this 
Is what you would expect to see of struggling young lawyers, with poor 


v-i 
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furnishings and facilities, etc. 

13. Mary thought Bud's home was right out of "House and Garden" 
magazine, furnished with authentic expensive antiques and beautifully 
co-ordinated and appointed. 

Mary attended a party at Bud’s house with many treasury and internal 
revenue people present. She told the story of someone setting fire to 
an expensive matching courh, and Bud not even worried about it - even 
though Mary estimated it would cost $1 ,000 to replace and recover the 
twin couches. She also seemed very surprised when the conversation 
turned "right wing." Harold, who was there, said "I seem to be the only 
liberal here." 

The reason this surprised Mary was because Bud came on "very left wing" 
to them in Dallas, and then he came on very "right wing" to us in Los 
Angeles. We are curious why he came on "left" in Dallas, when in his 
own home among friends he oame on "right". 

14. Mary said Bud picked up $60-$100 tabs every night while he was in 
Dallas on his last trip. (I can attest to three dinners on the coast 
that must have cost Bud $180) 

15 . 3ud half-hartedly said he was seeking funds for his committee. 

But was very insistant that he get the tab (down to a scene' almost every 
time) even though Buck, Mary's husband, had invited him to dinner. 

(Does this sound like a guy who needs help? Mary said he didn't even 
try to get funds from them.) 

16. Before Bud and Pattie left Dallas, Pattle bought Ann Kimbro a 
very expensive antique scales as a present for playing tennis with her 
while everyone else was playing dtMnfc±M sluth in Dallas, 

17. Bud did his very best to split up the group of Sue, Mary and Arch 
and came very close to doing it by stealing material from the three of 
them - but Mary covered and got the group back together, 

Mary and I think Bud is very strange, and Is acting as a collection 
agency, perhaps to nulify any congressional Investigation. 
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